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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . .. of Rock river and Meredosia bottoms northwest of Erie are well above flood waters,
but the larger part is low and swampy. General Characteristics. --The second bottoms usually lie between the
flood-plains on the one hand and the valley bluffs on the other, as shown diagramatically in Fig. 2, p. 3. Where
the valleys are narrow, as the Mississippi valley below Princeton and Cordova, the second bottoms areabsent, or
represented by very narrow benches (terraces) only. Where the valleys are broad, as the Mississippi valley above
Clinton, the second bottoms may attain considerable width. They may occur on one or both sides of the river,
and if present on both sides, they are usually of un UNIVERSITY OF equal width. In this region, the second
bottoms of the main river valleys are continuous with level plains in the valleys, such as the Cattail and
Meredosia-valleys, through which no streams now flow. The elevation of the terraces of the Mississippi valley
commonly ranges from 590 to 610 feet above sea-level, and about 40 feet above the stream. They are highest
north of Savanna at the mouth of Rush creek, where the terrace has an elevation of more than 620 feet. To the
south the terrace level declines at about the same rate as the river. The terraces rise gradually toward the bluffs
and grade into the talus slopes without sharp demarcation (Fig. 2). Toward the river the terraces descend,
sometimes abruptly, sometimes gradually, to the flood-plain level...
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