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illustrated. 1890 Excerpt: . . . if we may so express it, for the vision which Perpetua saw. The way in which
Tertullian works out the figure of the athletic contest in which the martyrs are engaged is very remarkable,
because it runs parallel in some points with Perpetuas wrestling match with the Egyptian. It is true that the
illustration is a sufficiently common one, and therefore coincidences are not to be pressed as they are in the
previous illustration; but at all events let us look at them. According to our Acts, then, the last vision of Perpetua
is a vision of her wrestling with the devil under the form of an Egyptian. A most beautiful youth attended by a
band of beautiful companions appears as her trainer. Presently there enters a man of marvellous height, robed
in purple of more than ordinary dignity, and holding the judges staff in his hand. The Latin version, not seeing
the necessity apparently both for the youth of amazing beauty and the judge of amazing stature, has left out
the former, furnishing thus only a bevy of young men for backers of the athlete. But one suspects that both God
and Christ are represented in the vision: God the judge of all and Christ the trainer of the faithful. And when we
turn to Tertullian we find as follows: ye are about to undergo a good fight wherein the president is the Living
God: the trainer, the Holy Spirit: the crown, eternity: the prize,...
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