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THE LITTLE CONSCRIPT A TALE OF THE REIGN OF NICHOLAS I

General Books. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 76 pages.
Dimensions: 9.7in. x 7.4in. x 0.2in.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can
download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1905 Excerpt: . . . THE BEHOLO PRELUDE The horrible news had even reached Grazhni. The very fact
that it had spread as far as this Lithuanian hamlet is sufficient indication that the news must have been startling
indeed. For had not Grazhni overslept an eclipse of the sun one bright summer morning and discovered the
occurrence of that phenomenon from a chance traveller nearly a month aAer its skies had been darkened Even
the terrifying report of the Dekabrists had scarcely penetrated the heart of this village, though the iron ruler
Nicholas the First had been steadying his throne and tightening the reins of his administration for more than
two years. Grazhni received the first inkling of this news the day aAer the Feast of Tabernacles. It was a gloomy
day. Besides the depression that usually follows a long holiday nature added a touch of sadness to the
occasion. Grey and black ragged clouds hung threateningly in the skies and frequently sent down a foggy
moisture upon the muddy streets. The town appeared like fairgrounds immediately aAer the close of the busy
season. Sheds and booths of all shapes and sizes, put together of heterogeneous doors, windows, and uneven
boards, and attached to the weatherworn, dilapidated wooden houses, were now deserted, evergreens hanging
down on every side like so many eagles broken wings; some of these crazy structures looked as if a cyclone had
just struck them. Nor did the inhabitants present a more cheerful aspect. Silently, shrouded in...
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