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indexed. Not illustrated. 1868 edition. Excerpt: .guessed that the honour thrust upon him was not altogether
disagreeable. The Church might perhaps have had a stronger supporter; but for himself, he had done what he
was bound to do: he had done his best towards fulfilling Mr Lyon s desire. CHAPTER XXIV. If he come not, the
play is marred. --Midsummer Wight s Dream. Rufus Lyon was very happy on that mild November morning
appointed for the great conference in the larger room at the Free School, between himself and the Rev.
Theodore Sherlock, B.A. The disappointment of not contending with the Rector in person, which had at first
been bitter, had been gradually lost sight of in the positive enjoyment of an opportunity for debating on any
terms. Mr Lyon had two grand elements of pleasure on such occasions: confidence in the strength of his case,
and confidence in his own power of advocacy. Not--to use his own phrase--not that he glorified himself herein;
for speech and exposition were so easy to him, that if he argued forcibly, he believed it to be simply because the
truth was forcible. He was not proud of moving easily in his native medium. A panting man thinks of himself as
a clever swimmer; but a fish swims much better, and takes his performance as a matter of course. Whether Mr
Sherlock were that panting, self-gratulating man, remained a secret. Philip Debarry, much occupied with his
electioneering affairs, had only once had an opportunity of...
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