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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Scale for Grading Neighborhood Conditions
Another boy was reported to be living in a neighborhood with bad environment. Our investigation showed the
home to have an index of 10, and the neighborhood index to be 9; both relatively low, as expected, but much
more clearly understood because of the application of a systematic method of grading. In some cases our
grading is not in such close agreement with the report of the probation officer as in the cases just referred to.
This is not often due to differences in accuracy of observation, but to the inadequacy of such terms as good,
bad, fair, poor, etc., for comparative purposes. The application of a uniform scale minimizes the need for using
descriptive adjectives in stating general conditions. Our inquiries have led to the belief that the home and
neighborhood grading scales furnish reliable means for expressing the conditions which they are intended to
classify. Method Of Grading Neighborhoods As in the grading of homes, a personal visit is required to obtain
reliable data for grading neighborhoods. Both home and neighborhood, in most of our cases, are graded from
data secured at the same time. The field-worker makes a careful inspection in the vicinity of the home, notes
the location, the approximate number of homes, the relative density of the population, the relative number of
children, and other significant points. While the points just mentioned are not graded, they are of importance
for both comparative and interpretative purposes. These are recorded on the individual score card with the
graded data. (See samples in Fig. 2). The neighborhood is graded upon the basis of five items, as follows....
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