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called the Association of Parents of Dis-appeared Persons placed the number at more than 8, 000. The U. S.
Government abhors violence and human rights abuses, wherever they take place. We deplore the human rights
abuses committed by Kashmiri and foreign terrorists as well as militant groups and we deplore human rights
abuses perpetrated by Indian security forces. We have urged the government of Pakistan to take steps to end
support from its territory to both foreign and Kashmiri terrorists and militants. We have also urged the
government of India to take steps to end abuses by its security forces, including prosecution of those
responsible. We are gratified that the Jammu and Kashmir state government has taken some steps to hold
accountable those in the security forces found to be responsible for human rights abuses. In June 2003, the
government announced that 118 members of the security forces had been punished for having committed
human rights viola-tions. A senior superintendent of police was suspended by the Jammu and Kashmir
government for allegedly falsifying the DNA samples of five civilians killed in fake armed encounters in March
2000. A ministerial subcommittee headed by the Deputy Chief Min-ister recommended severe punishment for
three police officers and two doctors for tampering with evidence. We are also encouraged by the prominent
role that human rights issues are playing in the dialog initiated by Deputy Prime Minister Advani and the
Kashmiri separatist All-Parties Hurriyat Con-ference. The two sides have met twice, in January 22 and...
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