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In the decades after the Apollo program, American space
shuttles flew over 130 missions and successfully completed over
98 of them, but unfortunately, the two most famous missions
were the ones that ended tragically aboard the Challenger and
Columbia. The Space Shuttle Challenger was the most heavily
used space shuttle in the three years it was operational,
carrying the first minority astronaut and woman astronaut
into space. Challenger was also the first space shuttle to
complete a landing at night. On the morning of January 28,
1986, the Space Shuttle Challenger launched for the 10th time,
beginning mission STS-51-L. Space shuttles had already
successfully completed 24 missions, and no American
spacecraft had ever failed to reach orbit during an official
mission. On this mission, the Challenger was carrying a satellite
for the Tracking and Data Relay Satellites system, which was to
be deployed in orbit. The crew included Ronald...
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