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Book. The earliest known prison memoir by an African
American writer recently discovered and authenticated by a
team of Yale scholars sheds light on the longstanding
connection between race and incarceration in America. In
2009, scholars at Yale University came across a startling
manuscript: the memoir of Austin Reed, a free black man born
in the 1820s who spent most of his early life ricocheting
between forced labor in prison and forced labor as an
indentured servant. Lost for more than one hundred and fifty
years, the handwritten document is the first known prison
memoir written by an African American. Corroborated by
prison records and other documentary sources, Reed s text
gives a gripping first-person account of an antebellum
Northern life lived outside slavery that nonetheless bore, in its
day-to-day details, unsettling resemblances to that very
institution. Now, for the first time, we can hear Austin Reed s
story as he meant to tell it. He was born to a middle-class black
family in the boomtown of Rochester, New York, but when his
father died, his mother struggled to make...
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R eviews

This book is fantastic. It really is packed with wisdom and knowledge I am pleased to explain how this is the greatest
ebook i actually have go through in my personal daily life and can be he greatest ebook for at any time.
-- Mr . Za cha r ia h O 'Ha r a          

This publication is worth getting. This is certainly for those who statte that there was not a well worth studying. Its been
written in an exceptionally simple way in fact it is only aDer i finished reading through this ebook in which in fact
transformed me, modify the way i believe.
-- Mr . Hester  Pr oha ska  DV M         
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