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Dimensions: 9.5in. x 7.5in. x 0.1in.Excerpt: . . . | should have been in lawfully captivating the lord of the universe.
Riches and pomp are not the charms of love. True tenderness make us to separate the lover from all that is
external to him, and setting aside his quality, fortune, and employments, consider him singly by himself. Tis not
love, but the desire of riches and honour, which makes women run into the embraces of an indolent husband.
Ambition, not affection, forms such marriages. | believe indeed they may be followed with some honours and
advantages, but | can never think that this is the way to enjoy the pleasures of an affectionate union, nor to feel
those secret and charming emotions of hearts that have long strove to be united. These martyrs of marriage
pine always for large fortunes, which they think they have lost. The wife sees husbands richer that her own, and
the husband wives better portioned than his. Their interested vows occasion regret, and regret produces
hatred. They soon part, or always desire it. This restless and tormenting passion punishes them for aiming at
other advantages of love than love itself. If there is any thing which may properly be called happiness here
below, | am persuaded it is in the union of two persons who love each other with perfect liberty, who are united
by a secret inclination, and satisfied with each others merit; their hearts are full and leave no vacancy for any
other passion; they enjoy perpetual tranquillity, because they enjoy content. If | could believe you as truly
persuaded of my merit as | am of yours, | might say there has been such a time when...
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