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1892 From Observations by the Great Trigonometrical Survey of India From Observations For the effective
prosecution of a geodetic survey, it is indispensable that the latitudes and longitudes of a certain number of the
principal stations of the triangulation should be obtained from astronomical observations, independently of
their values as computed from the triangulation. The great accumulation of observed zenith distances of stars
for latitudes, and of observed transits for longitudes in the geodetic survey of India, gave rise to the conviction
that the material thus laboriously collected might be utilized for compiling a star catalogue, a conviction which
has resulted in the publication of the accompanying list of star-places for January, 1892, with the necessary
constants for the reduction of their places to other epochs. In order that the method by which the latitude and
longitude observations were employed in the construction of the catalogue may be understood, a few
introductory remarks seem necessary. To begin with the Right Ascensions. These are purely differential, that is
to say they are obtained by measurement of the difference of Right Ascension of the catalogued star and of
some adjacent Nautical Almanac star observed with it; the latter being considered for the purposes of this
Catalogue as errorless. For convenience of reference the name of the comparison Nautical Almanac star or
stars thus employed is entered in the fifth column of the Catalogue. In determining differences of longitude in
India with the help of the electric telegraph, the method adopted as being the most direct and trustworthy was
to record at both stations, by one and the...
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