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Number: 53140502 Excerpt: . . . Since the September 11th terrorist attacks, homeland security - including
Overview of the Presidents securing our nations borders - has become a critical issue. To mobilize and
Homeland Security Strategy organize our nation to secure the homeland from attack, the administration and
the Homeland Security 5 issued, in July 2002, a federal strategy for homeland security. Act Subsequently, the
Congress passed and the President signed the Homeland Security Act, which established DHS in January 2003.
Among other things, the strategy provides for performance of six mission areas, each aligned with a strategic
objective, and identifies major initiatives associated with these mission areas. One of the mission areas is border
and transportation 6 security. For the border and transportation security mission area, the strategy and the act
specify several objectives, including ensuring the integrity of our borders and preventing the entry of unwanted
persons into our country. To accomplish this, the strategy provides for, among other things, reform of
immigration services, large-scale modernization of border crossings, and 7 consolidation of federal watch lists.
It also acknowledges that accomplishing these goals will require overhauling the border security process. This
will be no small task, given that the United States shares a 5, 525 mile border with Canada and a 1, 989 mile
border with Mexico and has 95, 000 miles of shoreline. Moreover, each year, more than 500 million people
legally enter our country, 330 million of them noncitizens. More than 85 percent enter via land borders, often as
daily commuters. Our nations current border security process for controlling the entry and Overview of the
Border exit of individuals consists of four primary functions: ( 1) issuing visas, Security Process...
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