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The recent announcement of a new critical edition of the Scriptores Historiae Augustae, shortly to be
forthcoming from the publishing house of Teubner in Leipzig, has turned the attention of scholars anew to the
much disputed questions concerning the manuscript tradition on which this important collection rests. An
article on this subject was however planned some years previous to this announcement by the present writer, in
fulfillment of a promise made in a note which appeared in Classical Philology, vol. Ill (1908), p. 273 ff,, after a
prolonged study of the twenty odd MSS. of the Historia Augusta, which are preserved in the libraries of Rome,
Florence, Milan and Paris. Unfortunately absorption in other tasks interferred with the prompt publication of
the results of this study, until the present time, when my colleague in the preparation of the new edition, Dr. E.
Hohl, after a sojourn of several months in Italy spent in similar study, has, by the recent publication of his
results (in Klio, vol. XIII, pp. 258 ff. and 387 ff), rendered the presentation of a considerable part of my own
report unnecessary. But, though much of his carefully presented material is identical with that which | myself
collected, there are certain matters in which | have been led to different conclusions from his. It is therefore
necessary for me to open up the question of the unity of the tradition afresh, but I shall avoid repetition as far
as possible, and confine myself to the discussion of those aspects of the matter only which are indispensable to
the demonstration of my views, with the hope...
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